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I read the systematic review on the management of aggressive
vertebral haemangiomas (AVH) and the assessment of the
differentiating pointers between an AVH and metastasis with
great interest and attention.' The authors have identified 8
studies on the management of AVH and 3 studies for ra-
diological differentiating pointers between AVH and me-
tastasis from their search in the 3 databases included for
analysis. Considering the representation of the results of the
studies included, I have some concerns with the authors’
interpretation.

First, in the percutaneous vertebroplasty section, the au-
thors used a Visual Analog Scale to give the outcomes while
Narayana et al® used a pain intensity numeric rating scale (PI-
NRS). Although both scales have a high degree of agreement,
both are not the same.” Moreover, the values presented seem to
be flawed. The mean preoperative PI-NRS from the study was
8.5 (Range 7-10) which reduced to the postoperative PI-NRS
of .7 (Range 0-3) at 6 months follow-up.” Hence, the author’s
representation of the content in Figure 2 is also flawed.

Second, in the surgery section, the references added for the
patients undergoing alcohol ablation with posterior decom-
pression and patients undergoing anterior corpectomy and
reconstruction with prior feeding vessel embolization were
wrong. Actually, Nair et al* specifically excluded the patients
who opted for embolization in their series and mentioned that
the procedure failed to reduce intraoperative bleeding in their

institute since the vertebral bodies were found to be collapsed
and converted into a solid mass. But the authors have included
this study under the preoperative embolization category which
is wrong.

Moreover, Nair et al* in their study presented the blood loss
to be in the range of 1.5 — 3 L and I wonder how the authors
arrived at the mean value of 2100 mL. Hence, the content in
Figure 4 and Table 5 represents flawed data and improper
categorization of studies. Authors have strongly advocated
against preoperative embolization with this misinterpretation of
studies which warrants a revision of their content. Similarly, the
study by Prabhuraj et al’ is categorized as perioperative em-
bolization which is actually per-operative glue embolization.

Lastly, the authors have adapted several images from the
included studies without any citation in the figure legends, for
eg Figure 9, which needs to be emphasized by the editorial
team.

I congratulate the authors for their wonderful work but I
wish to state these flaws and suggest their necessary revision
in a reply to this letter as an addendum for the benefit of the
audience who might take the content in reputed journals such
as Global Spine Journal granted to be precise. I consider
Global Spine Journal to be of high standards and I expect the
authors and the editorial team to keep up the standards through
rigorous scrutiny of the data in the manuscripts submitted for
publication.

' Orthopaedic Research Group, Coimbatore, Tamil Nadu, India.
2 Department of Orthopaedics, Government Medical College, India

Corresponding Author:

Sathish Muthu, Department of Orthopaedics, Government Medical College, Dindigul 624 001, Tamil Nadu, India.

Email: drsathishmuthu@gmail.com

@ @ @ Creative Commons Non Commercial No Derivs CC BY-NC-ND: This article is distributed under the terms of the Creative Commons
Attribution-NonCommercial-NoDerivs 4.0 License (https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/4.0/) which permits non-commercial
BY NC ND . . . . . . . . . P .
use, reproduction and distribution of the work as published without adaptation or alteration, without further permission provided the

original work is attributed as specified on the SAGE and Open Access pages (https://us.sagepub.com/en-us/nam/open-access-at-sage).


https://us.sagepub.com/en-us/journals-permissions
https://doi.org/10.1177/21925682221145678
https://journals.sagepub.com/home/gsj
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-7143-4354
mailto:drsathishmuthu@gmail.com
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/4.0/
https://us.sagepub.com/en-us/nam/open-access-at-sage
http://crossmark.crossref.org/dialog/?doi=10.1177%2F21925682221145678&domain=pdf&date_stamp=2022-12-15

Global Spine Journal 0(0)

Declaration of conflicting interests

The author(s) declared no potential conflicts of interest with respect to
the research, authorship, and/or publication of this article.
Funding

The author(s) received no financial support for the research, au-
thorship, and/or publication of this article.

ORCID iD
Sathish Muthu @ https://orcid.org/0000-0002-7143-4354

References

1. Subramaniam MH, Moirangthem V, Venkatesan M. Management
of Aggressive Vertebral Haemangioma and Assessment of Dif-
ferentiating Pointers Between Aggressive Vertebral Haemangioma

and Metastases — A Systematic Review. Global Spine J. 2022:
21925682221137024.

. Narayana R, Pati R, Dalai S. Percutaneous vertebroplasty in

painful refractory vertebral hemangiomas. Indian J Orthop. 2014;
48:163-167.

. Shafshak TS, Elnemr R. The Visual Analogue Scale Versus

Numerical Rating Scale in Measuring Pain Severity and Pre-
dicting Disability in Low Back Pain. J Clin Rheumatol. 2021;27:
282-285.

. Nair AP, Kumar R, Srivastav AK, Sahu RN, Kumar B. Outcome

of dorsolumbar vertebral hemangiomas presenting with neuraxial
compression. Indian J Orthop. 2012;46:536-541.

. Prabhuraj AR, Mishra A, Mishra RK, Pruthi N, Saini J, Arvinda

H. Per-operative glue embolization with surgical decompression:
A multimodality treatment for aggressive vertebral hae-
mangioma. Intervent Neuroradiol. 2019;25:570-578.


https://orcid.org/0000-0002-7143-4354
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-7143-4354

	Letter to Editor on “Management of Aggressive Vertebral Haemangioma and Assessment of Differentiating Pointers Between Aggr ...
	Declaration of conflicting interests
	Funding
	ORCID iD
	References


